






Decorating with Tissue 

The vast majority of our puppets involve a stage where you decorate the puppet with coloured tissue paper 
and a PVA Mix. 

The exact ratio of PVA to water in the mix is up to you. Most PVAs are far too thick to begin with, requiring a 
little water. If it is too thick it will be hard to spread and will struggle to seep into the tissue, causing the brush 
to tear it as you spread the glue. On the other hand, if it is a very watery consistency the tissue will become 
saturated and weakened and will easily break as you brush it. It should be quite thick, but easy to stir, and not 
watery. You could do a test on a spare piece of cardboard before you begin, adding more water or PVA as 
needed. Eventually you will be able to gauge it by eye. 

For applying PVA to tissue paper, we have little rhyme we like to teach to kids. It goes: 

‘Glue, paper, glue. That’s what you do.’ 

Now, let’s imagine we are decorating a 3-dimensional head shape, covered in masking tape. 

1) Dip the brush into the tub of PVA and immediately brush o� the excess, using the edge of the tub. One of 
the worst mistakes most people make is using too much glue. It is runny, messy and gets very sticky. A thin 
layer is all you need and then it won’t run o� the puppet. Apply the PVA to the area you are going to stick 
your �rst piece of tissue to. 

2) Lay a single piece of coloured tissue onto the thin layer of PVA. There is nothing to gain from    
 putting two pieces on instead of one. Tissue will not stick if it doesn’t have PVA directly beneath it.   
 Always lay paper one piece at a time. 

3) Now brush another thin layer of PVA on top of the piece of tissue paper This achieves four things 
 • It leaves a sticky surface which can be used to overlap your next piece of tissue
 • it makes the tissue cling closely to the surface of the puppet.
 • It dries to a hard varnished surface, rather than a dry tissue-paper surface. PVA protects the puppet.
 • Glitter can be added to the tacky PVA surface before it dries. 

4) Now you have completed the three stages: glue, paper, glue. Continue doing the same for every    
piece of tissue until every bit of the puppet is covered. By slightly overlapping each subsequent    
piece of tissue paper, you avoid gaps. 

Remember: 
Always makes sure each piece is sticking to a thin base layer of PVA and has a thin layer of PVA on top. 
Avoid any dry paper – it rips easily and is not well-protected. Paper will never stick to dry paper, and neither 
will glitter. 

• Take your time, only lay one piece of tissue paper at a time
• Clean the excess of your brush, using too much glue will not help you.
• Always make sure paper is going onto a gluey base or it won’t stick.
• Always cover your tissue with PVA at the end.
• Use the brush, not your �ngers (as many children are inspired to do)
• Use your brush as a tool to push the wet tissue into crevices and fold paper over and around awkward shapes.
• Glue, paper, glue, that’s what you do. 


